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Ballard Partners Expands with Miami Office; Adds to Tallahassee Team
~ Sylvester Lukis, John Johnston Join Firm ~

TALLAHASSEE — Florida’s leading government affairs firm, Balld?drtners, announced the opening of
their fourth office location today. Sylvester “Sylukis will be managing the Miami-based office waéie
will continue to expand Ballard Partners’ lobbyigiforts in the South Florida area. Also announcey
was the addition of John Johnston to the Tallaleasfece of Ballard Partners.

“We're looking forward to bringing Ballard Partnecapital expertise to the Miami area,” said Brian
Ballard, president of Ballard Partners. “Syl’s Ibkaowledge and proven government affairs backgdoun
helps expand the reach of the firm’s statewide gowental affairs network.”

Lukis brings more than 30 years of legal and govemt relations consulting experience at the federal
state and local levels to Ballard Partners. Luk&vusly served on the U.S. State Department'sa€ub
Haitian Task Force and as a principal assistatitd@eneral counsel of the U.S. Department of Heaitd
Human Services. After leaving federal employmenkit served as principal lobbyist for a D.C. firm,
working on behalf of several local governmentalted, including Miami Dade County, the cities of
Miami and Miami Beach and the Miami Dade County@&giDistrict. Before joining Ballard Partners,
Lukis moved his operations to Florida in 1996, vehlee established a state and local governmeniomsat
consulting practice serving the cruise, healthremiions, infrastructure, communications and infation
technology industries.

“I look forward to building upon Ballard Partnetsstory of results and establishing a strong, $icgunt
and growing public affairs team within the Miamfiog,” said Lukis.

In addition to the new Miami office, Ballard PantseTallahassee headquarters welcomes their newest
consultant, John Johnston, to help spearhead thle @dfairs firm’s transportation initiatives.

“Florida’s transportation sector is a major econodriver for our state and John’s intimate undeditag
of this industry will help our clients navigate timmer workings of Florida’s transportation polity,
continued Ballard.

Johnston has worked for more than two decadesmitlorrida’s legislature before joining Ballard Reats.
During his time with the legislature, he served eupns notable leadership positions including staff
director of the House Transportation Committee.

“Ballard Partners offers the legislative and exeeukevel know-how of veteran insiders,” said Jdbns
“As the newest edition to their Tallahassee headegrs | look forward to assisting Ballard Partnass
they continue their history of successful governtakaffairs consultancy.”

The team at Ballard Partners has been cited bgmaltand Florida publications as the leading public
affairs firm in the state. The Florida-based lololgyfirm, with offices in Tallahassee, Jacksonvili¢gst
Palm Beach and Miami, combines extensive governmeguerience with unwavering advocacy to
maximize clients’ results. Founder and presidengrBBallard, previously served as the chief offsta
the Executive Office of the Governor and has lobl@rtensively since entering private practice 1889
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The Miami office of Ballard Partnersis|ocated at 801 Brickell Avenue, Suite 900, Miami, FL 33131.



