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Report Shows AHEC Network Stretches Every Dollar, Delivers the Goods 
~Making Floridians Healthier Saves Money for Businesses, the State~

Tallahassee—The Florida AHEC (Area Health Education Centers) Network today released its legislative report, detailing for lawmakers and Governor-Elect Rick Scott’s Transition Team the successful track record of the Network’s programs and services, which sustained a 60% funding cut.  The legislative report illustrates how the AHEC Network has continued to fulfill its mission—providing direct medical services to Florida’s most vulnerable patients and training the state’s healthcare workforce—in spite of the cut by downsizing staff and eliminating all but the most essential services. 

“The State of Florida faces an unprecedented financial crisis, and the AHEC Network is actively helping to close Florida’s budget deficit by sustaining budget cuts and not asking for additional core funding,” said Arthur M. Fournier, MD, AHEC Program Director for the University of Miami School of Medicine. “In fact, we are ready to do more:  with our established connections to primary care providers in every corner of the state, the AHEC Network is uniquely positioned to assist the State of Florida in caring for Medicaid and Medicare patients.  In other words, we’ve shown that we can cut costs and deliver the goods, and we want to be a part of the solution.” 

Florida’s AHEC Network consists of five AHEC Programs and ten community-based centers charged with addressing the unmet healthcare needs of Florida's underserved communities and populations.  This includes direct clinical services for underserved patients such as rural, minority, indigent, and Medicaid recipients, and recruiting Physicians, Dentists, Nurses, and other health professionals for Florida’s healthcare workforce.  The AHEC Network also administers a Tobacco Training and Cessation Program in all 67 counties.  In just three years, the program has trained over 53,000 current and future health professionals and reached almost 270,000 youth in Florida with tobacco prevention education. 

“The AHEC Network has tightened our belt and we are proud of our efforts to corporatize and fight bureaucracy,” said Andrée Aubrey, LCSW, AHEC Program Director at the Florida State University College of Medicine and President of the AHEC Network.  “Our legislative report illustrates how successful the AHEC Network has been in quickly developing a tobacco program that serves all 67 counties, in spite of the significant cut to AHEC’s core funding.  We continue to save taxpayer dollars.”  

“Making vulnerable Floridians healthier has a direct impact on our economy,” continued Aubrey.  “For example, the average Florida smoker costs Florida businesses almost $4,000 a year in medical expenses and lost productivity. AHEC is the State of Florida’s vehicle for reaching these people, and we’ve delivered the goods with extraordinary success rates. We stand ready to assist the new Administration as it seeks additional ways to cut costs, treat patients across the state, and train Florida’s much-needed healthcare workforce.”  

For more information, visit www.flahec.org.  
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