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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



Contact: Thom Rumberger
August 14, 2009






       (850) 222-6550

Master Agreement Signed!

The Master Agreement was signed and approved by the Board of the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) finalizing the negotiations with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  This approval will allow restoration of the River of Grass Acquisition to progress in a streamlined manner.


The Master Agreement is a partnership between the State of Florida and the Federal government to equally split the cost of Everglades Restoration. The two have come to terms on how the State will be credited for the purchase of property necessary for restoration projects. The Master Agreement stipulates that the Office of Management and Budget will appraise the land at the property’s present value thereby crediting the State with any increase in property value over time. 


We, at The Everglades Trust, are excited about the official signing of the Master Agreement and are very hopeful for the future of Everglades restoration and the River of Grass Acquisition. We hope that the signing of the Master Agreement will put the long delayed restoration projects into action. “With the signing of this Master Agreement we are one step closer to restoring our Everglades to the natural beauty it once was,” Thom Rumberger, chairman for the Everglades Trust stated. “With luck, more restoration projects will commence promptly and it is my hope that we will see positive change immediately.”

###
The Everglades Trust, Inc. is a 501c)(4) corporation created to ensure Everglades restoration is completed on time and on budget. The Everglades Trust is the only watchdog group working solely on Everglades issues. It partners with other environmental groups, state and federal officials, citizens and taxpayers to force polluters to stop damaging these vital environmental resources, to pay their fair share for restoration, and to overcome their well-heeled lobbying efforts to disrupt and delay the restoration process. On the web at www.evergladestrust.org. 
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